WHAT ARE RAIN BARRELS?

CONSIDERATIONS

MATERIALS AND SUPPLIES

» One 55 gallon food grade barrel

o 1"drill bit

« 3/4" spigot with a threaded inlet and 3/4" male hose end
« 3/4" tubing elbow or plastic adaptor

« Teflon tape

o Plumber caulk (clear is recommended)

« Base platform (cinder blocks, pavers, bricks etc.)

« Rain gutter diverter kit (see link below)
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Overflow
Mechanism
Away from home,
and to landscaping
if possible.

Seable, flar, surface at
least 67 aff the ground

—
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RAINSCAPING
SITE ASSESSMENT

ODC and trained volunteers offer a
Rainscaping Site Assessment for
community members who are interested
in installing rain barrels on their property.
To request a site assessment, fill out the
Google Form that can be accessed from
the QR code below.

Visit www.outdoordiscovery.org/rainbarrels/ to learn more about rainscaping
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BUILDING

THINGS TO NOTE BEFORE INSTALLING

MAINTAINING

« Clean gutters at least twice a year, more often if you have trees.

« Make sure gutters are tilted to direct water to downspouts.

« Check and clear down- spout elbows, rain barrel screening, and overflow to prevent clogging. Caulk any gutter,
downspout, barrel, and overflow leaks and holes.

« Make sure the rain barrel remains securely screened to prevent mosquito entry.

« If overflow is directed to a grassy area, monitor the area and re-grade soil if necessary to make sure water drains away
from structures and does not flow onto pavement, side- walks, or neighboring properties.

« Once your barrel is full, be sure to use the water before the next rain to avoid overflow.

« Disconnect your barrel and store indoors during the winter.

« If algae grows in your barrel, use a non-toxic cleaner (like vinegar) to clean your barrel.

Visit www.outdoordiscovery.org/rainbarrels/ to learn more about rainscaping
s




